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Saturday of the 13th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 17, 2022

Today’s Reading: Introit for the 14th Sunday after Trinity
(Psalm 84:1-2a, 4, 10b, 11b; antiphon: v.9-10a)

Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 36:1-23; Colossians 4:1-18

OHVVHG DUH WKRVH KR G HOO L R U KR VH HYHU VL JL J R U SUDLVH
)URP WKH , WURLW IRU WKH WK 6 GD DIWHU 7UL LW

In the Name��of Jesus. Amen. Are you looking forward to tomorrow?
Are you looking forward to entering the house of the Lord to receive His
Gifts and sing His praise? Or is tomorrow just the end of the weekend? Is
tomorrow the last day of freedom before going back towork or school on
Mondaymorning, the end of something good? Are you looking forward to
gathering with the Body of Christ to hear God’s Word, or are you dreading
how slowly that hour of worship goes by? Does it seem like church isn’t
themost exciting or entertaining thing or your pastor’s sermons are a
little long and dry and boring and you just don’t seem to get anything out
of them? Does it seem like sometimes youwould rather be any place other
than in the house of God?What do we do when we don’t really feel like
going to church?

Don’t go. Well, don’t go for you. Go for your neighbor. Go whether you
feel like it or not becausemaybe your neighbor is struggling, and they
need to see you there. Go and confess the faith because maybe your
neighbor will be encouraged by hearing your confession. Go and sing the
hymns becausemaybe your neighbor needs to hear your voice, whether
it’s on key or not. Go because maybe your pastor needs to see you and
be encouraged that his preaching is not in vain even if it isn’t the best
preaching you’ve ever heard.

Butmore importantly, go because whether it feels like it or not, the Lord’s
house is a good place to be. It may not be themost exciting, entertaining,
or your favorite place to be, but it is the place where God’s Gifts are
delivered. It is the place where God’s blessings are delivered, HisWord
is preached, and His Sacraments are administered. It is the place where
your sins are forgiven for the sake of the crucied and risen Christ. And
just maybe it will be the place where you are encouraged because your
neighbor showed up even when he didn’t feel like it, confessed his faith
for you to hear, and joined with you and the millions in heaven and on
earth to sing to God and to the Lamb. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.
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Friday of the 13th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 16, 2022

Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 35:1-7, 16-25; Colossians 3:1-25

G KDWHYHU R GR L RUG RU GHHG GR HYHU WKL J L WKH DPH RI
WKH RUG -HV V JLYL J WKD NV WR RG WKH )DWKHU WKUR JK KLP

DODWLD V

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. The world demands a lot of us. Parents,
teachers, friends, bosses, and coworkers demand that we “do this” or
“do that.” Sometimes, the Bible seems no different. “Set your minds on
things that are above” (Galatians 3:2). “Put to death therefore what is
earthly in you” (Galatians 3:5). “As the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive” (Galatians 3:13). “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him” (Galatians 3:17).

Even that only names a few of the list of demands Paul gives to the
Galatians and to you andme. Often the Bible can seem very Law-heavy
and demanding. It preaches the Gospel, like Paul does to the Galatians,
but then Paul seems to undo it with a list of demands. Sometimes, even
the Gospel can seem like a demand. “Repent and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and
youwill receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). So what are we
supposed to do? What demand does the Bible put on Christians?

None. Even here, Paul is not demanding anything of the Christian, nor
anything of you. No, he is appealing to our freedom. He is rejoicing in the
freedom that we have because of Christ. Jesus has done everything that
is necessary and fullled every demand for your salvation. Nothing is
left for you to do. Even repentance and Baptism isn’t for you to do, but it
is God’s work. He does it all for you. He dies and rises for you. It is all His
work for you, to make your salvation sure and certain apart from your
works. Nothingmore is demanded from you or of you. You are free from
every demand and command.

What a wonderful gift to be free! How wonderful it is to have our freedom
from sin.We are no longer held by sin but are raised with Christ. We are
free to love as Christ has loved us. We are free to dowhatever we want, in
word or deed, in the Name of Jesus, giving thanks to God. We are free to
focus on higher things, to glorify God, to bring our neighbor into God’s
kingdomwith us to set them free.We are free to be God’smeans to save
others. We are free from worrying about ourselves because Christ has
done it all for us. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

:KHUH FKDULW D G ORYH SUHYDLO 7KHUH RG LV HYHU IR G UR JKW KHUH
WRJHWKHU E KULVW V ORYH ORYH DUH H WK V ER G
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A Short Form for Daily Reflection
ADAPTED FROM LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM

0DNH WKH VLJ RI WKH RO URVV D G VD

In the name of the Father,�� Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

5HDG WKH 3VDOP IRU WKH D WDEOH RI GDLO SVDOPV FD EH IR G L  
Lutheran Service Book SDJH

5HDG 7RGD V 5HDGL J LI WKHUH LV R H OLVWHG

5HDG WKH DLO HFWLR DU VHOHFWLR V

Read the Re ection for the Day.

6D WKH SRVWOHV UHHG

3UD WKH RUG V 3UD HU

3UD R H RI WKHVH OLWWOH SUD HUV

        (In the Morning)

I thank Thee, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Thy
dear Son, that Thou hast kept me this night from all harm
and danger; and I pray Thee to keepme this day also from sin
and all evil, that all my doings and life may please Thee. For
into Thy hands I commendmyself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Thy holy angel be withme, that theWicked Foe
may have no power over me. Amen.

, WKH PRU L J JR WR R U RUN LWK MR VL JL J D K P V FK DV WKH
7H RPPD GPH WV RU KDW R U GHYRWLR PD V JJHVW

        (In the Evening)

I thank Thee, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Thy dear Son, that Thou hast graciously keptme this day,
and I pray Thee to forgiveme all my sins, where I have done
wrong, and graciously keepme this night. For into Thy hands
I commendmyself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Thy
holy angel be with me, that theWicked Foemay have no
power overme. Amen.

,I LW LV HYH L J WKH JR WR VOHHS SURPSWO D G FKHHUI OO
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Thursday of the 13th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 15, 2022

Today’s Reading: 6PDOO DWHFKLVP Baptism part 1
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 34:1-4, 8-11,14-33; Colossians 2:8-23

DSWLVP LV RW M VW SODL DWHU E W LW LV WKH DWHU L FO GHG L RG V
FRPPD G D G FRPEL HG LWK RG V RUG Small Catechism: DSWLVP

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. Why do we baptize?Why do I need to
be baptized? Is it just because God said so? Don’t you hate that?When
your parents tell you that you have to do something, “Because I said so”?
If it was such a good thing to do, don’t you think they would have an
explanation as to “why” it is such a great idea? It makes you think they
want you to do it for some random, arbitrary, reason without any real
purpose or point to it other than, “Because I said so.”

As a pastor and a parent, I can tell you it’s not always for no reason that
we tell you to do something, “Because I said so.” Sometimes I just don’t
have time to explain the “why” behindwhat I want you to do. Sometimes
it’s because you just might not understand the reason or purpose behind
doing what is commanded and so the command stands alone.

There are things, times, and lessons we have to learn without knowing the
whole picture or reason behind them. There are times when we just have
to trust that God’s knowledge is bigger than our own and that something
is good or will at least work out okay, “Because He said so.” Baptism is not
one of those times.

In Baptism, there is more than just God’s command to baptize all nations.
In Baptism, the water is combined not only with the command, but also
with God’sWord, God’s Promise. God tells us why we baptize and are
baptized. Baptismmakes disciples. Baptism puts Christ upon us. Baptism
crucies us with Christ and raises us to new life. Baptism saves you, “not
as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). Your
Baptism is for the comfort of your conscience. It is God’s Promise to you
that for the sake of the death and resurrection of Jesus, your sins are
forgiven, your salvation has been won, and your eternal life is secure. In
the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

, DSWLVP H R S W R KULVW 2 U VKDPH LV I OO FRYHUHG :LWK DOO
that He once sacriced and feely for us suffered. For here the ood of His
R EORRG 1R PDNHV V KRO ULJKW D G JRRG HIRUH R U KHDY O )DWKHU

OO KULVWLD V :KR DYH HH DSWL HG 6 VW
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Holy Cross Day
SEPTEMBER 14, 2022

Today’s Reading: John 12:20-33
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 33:1-25; Colossians 1:24-2:7

7U O WU O , VD WR R OHVV D JUDL RI KHDW IDOOV L WR WKH HDUWK
D G GLHV LW UHPDL V DOR H E W LI LW GLHV LW EHDUV P FK IU LW

-RK

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. Not many people wear jewelry depicting
a needle or the electric chair. I don’t seemany gold noose necklaces
proudly displayed dangling from a chain on someone’s chest. Maybe I
hang out with the wrong crowd, but I don’t seemany guillotine charm
bracelets adorning wrists. These are all instruments of death, means
that have been used throughout history to carry out the death penalty. I
do, however, see crosses on necklaces, bracelets, earrings, on clothing or
tattoos. Maybe I am hanging out with the wrong crowd.

The cross was the chosen instrument and means of death in carrying
out the death penalty for the Romans. It wasn’t a humane way to die. In
fact, it was designed to maximize the pain and agony of the one being
crucied. But if this is one of the most gruesome, painful, and agonizing
ways to die in all of human history, why do we wear it with pride and
adorn ourselves with it?

Maybe it’s because the Cross is more than a symbol of death. Or maybe
it’s because the death that happened there to Jesus wasn’t just the end of
someone’s life. Maybe it’s because it was there on the Cross that the grain
of wheat, the seed and source of life, fell into the earth and died so that
it might bear much fruit. Maybe it’s because that instrument of death
is a true sign of triumph that life conquers death, that Christ rises from
the dead, that the fruit of that Tree is the forgiveness of sins, eternal life,
and salvation. Maybe it’s because the Cross is the symbol of the world’s
redemption from sin and death.

Maybe it’s all of that. We lift high the cross, parade it around in churches
and on our bodies in gold and jewels, because it is from that Cross of
Christ, from the body and life that is given then, from the blood of God
which is shed there, that we do not remain alone but are united with God
and all the faithful who wish to see Jesus in life everlasting. In the Name
��of Jesus. Amen.

)DLWKI O FURVV WU H VLJ RI WUL PSK H IRU DOO WKH REOHVW WUHH 1R H L
IROLDJH R H L EORVVRP 1R H L IU LW WKL H HT DO EH 6 PERO RI WKH
RUOG V UHGHPSWLR )RU WKH HLJKW WKDW K J R WKHH
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R R0 R 0I 0
TRINITY 9-13 2022

The Ninth Sunday after Trinity
AUGUST 14, 2022

Today’s Reading: Luke 16:1-13
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 25:1-22; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23

R FD RW VHUYH RG D G PR H NH

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. Yes, Jesus, we get it. We cannot serve God
and money. If only it were that simple. The new you in Christ says a loud,
“Amen,” to the word of Jesus that concludes the parable of the richman
and the shrewdmanager. However, the old sinful you cannot say, “Amen,”
to Jesus’ conclusion.

We are faithless in the management ofmuch and very little. We love
money and the security it brings. If only we hadmore.We servemoney
with our time and talent as if it were a god and not a gift from the
One whose hand supplies all our needs of body and soul. We get it all
backward: We live in service to money instead of recognizing that money
serves us. So this parable becomes a call to repentance. Put to death the
dishonesty and idolatry that dogs you day by day.We pray with saint/
sinner David, “Havemercy onme, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Washme
thoroughly frommy iniquity and cleanseme frommy sin” (Psalm 51:1-2).

The key to wrapping your heart and mind around themeaning of this
parable is to focus on themercy of the rich man, not the dishonesty of the
manager. Mercy.

The dishonest manager was commended because he chose to serve his
lord, whom he trusted would be merciful. He used unrighteous wealth to
achieve his goal, though he trusted not in the wealth but in his merciful
master.

In Luke 12:34 Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there also your
heart will be.” Faithful disciples will be commended for seeing that the
crucied and risen Jesus is their treasure, and for trusting in His mercy.
And thatmercy is delivered to and for you this day in Jesus’ Body and
Blood which keeps you, body and soul, now and forever. That’s mercy! In
the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

HW R U PHUFLI O HDUV 2 RUG EH RSH WR WKH SUD HUV RI R U K PEOH
VHUYD WV D G WKDW WKH PD REWDL WKHLU SHWLWLR V PDNH WKHP WR DVN
V FK WKL JV DV VKDOO SOHDVH R WKUR JK -HV V KULVW R U 6R R U RUG
KR OLYHV D G UHLJ V LWK CR D G WKH RO 6SLULW R H RG R

D G IRUHYHU PH ROOHFW IRU WKH )LIWK 6 GD DIWHU 7UL LW
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St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord
AUGUST 15, 2022

Today’s Reading: Luke 1:39-55
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 5:1-25; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

And Mary said, “My soul magnies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in
RG P 6DYLRU IRU KH KDV ORRNHG R WKH K PEOH HVWDWH RI KLV VHUYD W

)RU EHKROG IURP R R DOO JH HUDWLR V LOO FDOO PH EOHVVHG IRU KH
KR LV PLJKW KDV GR H JUHDW WKL JV IRU PH D G KRO LV KLV DPH

NH

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. The Church honors signicant people of
faith throughout the year. They serve as witnesses to us of the faithfulness
of God and we are therefore encouraged to follow their example in faith
and life. This day, we give thanks to God for Mary, themother of Our Lord.

In his magnicent commentary on the Song of Mary, Luther wrote these
words: “Whoever, therefore, would show her (Mary) the proper honor
must not regard her alone and by herself, but set her in the presence of
God and far beneath Him, must there strip her of all honor, and regard
her low estate, as she says; he should thenmarvel at the exceedingly
abundant grace of God, who regards, embraces, and blesses so poor and
despised amortal. Thus regarding her, you will be moved to love and
praise God for His grace, and drawn to look for all good things to Him,
who does not reject but graciously regards poor and despised and lowly
mortals. Thus your heart will be strengthened in faith and love and
hope. What do you suppose would please her more than to have you come
through her to God this way, and learn from her to put your hope and
trust in Him, notwithstanding your despised and lowly estate, in life as
well as in death?”

“Notwithstanding your despised and lowly estate”—what wonderful
words! Mary recognizes the truth. She is not worthy of this gift from
God, yet she receives it in faith. Mary is a picture of us! We deserve the
fruits of our sin—death! But in Mary’s Son we are given resurrection life.
Notwithstanding our despised and lowly estate, we are highly exalted by
God and remembered in His mercy. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

OPLJKW RG R FKRVH WKH 9LUJL 0DU WR EH WKH PRWKHU RI R U R O
6R UD W WKDW H KR DUH UHGHHPHG E LV EORRG PD VKDUH LWK KHU
L WKH JORU RI R U HWHU DO NL JGRP WKUR JK -HV V KULVW R U 6R R U
RUG KR OLYHV D G UHLJ V LWK R D G WKH RO 6SLULW R H RG R D G

IRUHYHU PH
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Tuesday of the 13th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 13, 2022

Today’s Reading: Galatians 3:15-22
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 32:1-22; Colossians 1:1-23

7KLV LV KDW , PHD WKH OD KLFK FDPH HDUV DIWHU DUG GRHV
not annul a covenant previously ratied by God, so as to make the
SURPLVH YRLG DODWLD V

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. What came rst: the Law or the Gospel?
Does it matter? Paul seems to think so. Once a covenant is made, you
cannot change it. Once a contract has been signed, you don’t add to it or
subtract from it. If that’s true with the agreements we make with one
another, then howmuchmore so is this true for a covenant Godmakes
with us?

But what is the covenant that Godmakes with us, and with Abraham? It
is Law, or is it Gospel?Which comes rst, or do they go together? Is it like
a vendingmachine where I putmymoney, my work in and get the gifts
out? Then the Lawmust come rst. But if the Law comes second, 430 years
afterward, then that changes things. If the promise of the Gospel is given
to Abraham rst, and the Law doesn’t come to Moses until 430 years later,
then the Gospel, the covenantal Promise, is ratied, it’s made, it’s signed
by the hand of God apart fromworks of the Law.

That is my kind of vendingmachine! No works, no money, without so
much as a quarter, yet out come the gifts of God. God promises and
fullls His promise to Abraham by grace alone. God’s own Son, our
Savior, comes not because of our ownmerit, but by grace and grace alone.
Because of His merit, that of Jesus, and the free gift of faith given by the
Holy Spirit, we have eternal life.

So what then of the Law that comes 430 years later? Those are the
instructions that show us how to put this good Gift into use. They don’t
change the Gift. The covenant, the Promise, the Gospel, is not annulled,
canceled, added to, subtracted from, or changed because of them. The
death and resurrection of Christ for the forgiveness of your sins is sure
and certain. The instructions, too, are a gift that wemight share the
Gospel to others so they would have the Gift of life, also. They don’t take
the Gift away, but aid us in presenting that Gift to others so that they
might know God’s grace as we do. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

JUDFH RG V 6R R U R O 6DYLRU DPH GR WR HDUWK WR EHDU R U VL
:DV LW EHFD VH RI R U R PHULW 7KDW -HV V GLHG R U VR O WR L 1R LW
DV JUDFH D G JUDFH DOR H 7KDW EUR JKW LP IURP LV KHDY O WKUR H

UDFH , P 6DYHG 6 VW
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Monday of the 13th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 12, 2022

Today’s Reading: 2 Chronicles 28:8-15
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 31:1-21; Philippians 4:1-23

G WKH PH KR KDYH EHH PH WLR HG E DPH URVH D G WRRN WKH
FDSWLYHV D G LWK WKH VSRLO WKH FORWKHG DOO KR HUH DNHG DPR J
WKHP 7KH FORWKHG WKHP JDYH WKHP VD GDOV SURYLGHG WKHP LWK IRRG
D G GUL N D G D RL WHG WKHP D G FDUU L J DOO WKH IHHEOH DPR J WKHP
R GR NH V WKH EUR JKW WKHP WR WKHLU NL VIRON DW -HULFKR WKH FLW RI
SDOP WUHHV 7KH WKH UHW U HG WR 6DPDULD KUR LFOHV

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. Judah and Jerusalem had been defeated
and taken captive. 200,000 of themwere taken as slaves along with their
possessions as spoils of war. They were being taken from their land, their
city, and the temple in which their God dwelt. Their lives and their world
were being turned upside down and God had allowed it all to happen. In
fact, He didn’t just allow it, He was the one behind it, working through
their captors to call them to repentance and faith. They had sinned
against God and He was punishing them for their unfaithfulness.

It’s hard to argue with what God was doing. The people deserved
it. They had turned their backs on God and disobeyed Him and His
commandments. They deserved for God to forsake them, to turn His back
on them. It’s what we deserve for our sin. We turn our backs on God when
we sin against Him. We follow the devil and deserve to follow him into
slavery to sin, all the way to death and hell, but we never get there.

Israel never got there, either. Certainmen of Ephraim stepped in and
intervened. God stepped in to rescue His people from slavery. He took
those who were destined for slavery and returned them to Judah. He
cared for them not just to set them free, but that they would be clothed,
given sandals, food, drink, anointed, carried and delivered back to their
land. What greatmercy He shows to Israel!

What greatmercy He shows to uswho are destined for slavery, death and
hell. By the blood of His Son, He intervenes, rescues us, and returns us to
the Promised Land. He clothes us with Christ’s righteousness, with the
shirt on our backs and the food in our bellies. He cares for us in body and
soul now and to eternity with the promise that He will never leave us or
forsake us. God’s promise is to be with you always, even when your life
seems like it’s being turned upside down, and especially when it is ending,
that youwould enter into His kingdom. In the Name��of Jesus. Amen.

2 RG IRUVDNH PH RW R U JUDFLR V SUHVH FH OH G PH RUG OHDG R U
KHOSOHVV FKLOG R U RO 6SLULW VH G PH 7KDW , P FR UVH PD U 2 EH
P OLJKW P ORW 0 VWDII P URFN P VKLHOG 2 RG IRUVDNH PH RW

2 RG )RUVDNH 0H 1RW 6 VW
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Tuesday of the Ninth Week after Trinity
AUGUST 16, 2022

Today’s Reading: 2 Samuel 22:26-34
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 6:1-19; 1 Corinthians 9:1-23

H PDNHV P IHHW OLNH WKH IHHW RI D GHHU D G VHWV PH VHF UH R WKH
KHLJKWV 6DP HO

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. Really, David? Your elderly feet like the
feet of a deer? You couldn’t even protect your old self from the Philistines
and had to be told by your soldiers to just stay home and not get yourself
killed (2 Samuel 21:17).

David believed something that his soldiers would not: God the LORD was
at work for the sake of His people. Whether David lived or died, it was
themercy of the LORD that would endure. The perfect Word of the LORD
always proves true; He is a shield for all who take refuge in Him, old and
young alike.

David believed the promise that God had made to Adam and Eve,
conrmed to Abraham, and restated to him: God would send One who
would redeem the world from sin and the death that comes through sin.
He would send One who would be King over all the world and live forever.

The LORD kept His promise and sent to the world David’s greater son,
Jesus. Jesus brings the light of forgiveness and life into the darkness of
the world. Jesus is themercy of God in the esh. Jesus is blameless yet
bears our blame and guilt on the Cross. Jesus rose from the grave and will
give our dead bodies their resurrection, too. Jesus sets us secure on the
heights, washed and fed at His font and table.

Old David wasn’t delusional, he was lled with faith by themercy of God.
He lived by faith in God’s promise that even his tired old bones would be
renewed in resurrection life. His sin would be answered for by another,
Jesus, and his waymade pure and blameless for all eternity.

Such is your life. Themerciful LORD has redeemed you in His Son. Your
sin is answered for and your death overcome by the Christ. “This God – His
way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves true; he is a shield for all those
who take refuge in him” (2 Samuel 22:31). In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

7KLV LV D VLJKW WKDW JODGGH V :KDW SHDFH LW GRWK LPSDUW 1R RWKL J
HYHU VDGGH V 7KH MR LWKL P KHDUW 1R JORRP VKDOO HYHU VKDNH 1R
IRH VKDOO RYHUWDNH 7KH KRSH LWK RG V R 6R , ORYH IRU PH KDV R

DNH 0 HDUW LWK ODG HVV 6 VW
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Wednesday of the Ninth Week after Trinity
AUGUST 17, 2022

Today’s Reading: 6PDOO DWHFKLVP Lord’s Prayer, Fifth Petition
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 7:1-17; 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:22

)RUJLYH V R U WUHVSDVVHV DV H IRUJLYH WKRVH KR WUHVSDVV DJDL VW V
Small Catechism: RUG V 3UD HU

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. This is one sentence we wish was two
separate things. Having my forgiveness and mywillingness to forgive
others linked together is a damning thing. Still, Jesus is clear. In Matthew
6:14–15 He says, “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” It sounds
likemy grudge from the sixth grade is enough to undomy Baptism. It
sounds like my heart is enough to undo the Cross. That’s because looking
inmy heart for forgiveness never goes particularly well. Ask the kid I still
don’t like frommiddle school even though I can’t remember his last name
anymore. Forgiveness doesn’t come from your heart. It comes from the
Cross. The forgiveness for your sins comes from the Cross, not from your
asking for it. Jesus died 2000 years before you could ask Him to forgive
you. Faith clings to this forgiveness and nds comfort there.

It works that way for your neighbor, too. Forgiveness for their sins comes
from the Cross to address your heart, too. All forgiveness comes from the
Cross. When we stop looking there for forgiveness, that’s a problem. We
pray in this petition that we would see our enemies the sameway Jesus
sees them: died for. Either there’s forgiveness for sinners or there’s not.
Saying there’s no forgiveness for sinners isn’t going to work out well for
you. Taking your grudges to the Cross and seeing that your neighbor’s
sins against you were so vile that He had to bleed to cover them is a gift.
Look at a crucix and see the nails in the hands of our Savior. That is
where your neighbor’s sins are punished. That is where wrath is abated.
Seeing justice was done lets you see your neighbor as someone who
doesn’t owe you anything anymore. Jesus paid it.

Forgiveness isn’t about what we deserve. It’s about what was given. You
don’t earn your forgiveness by forgiving others. Instead, you get to see the
God who forgives whether you’re angry or not, and you get to say, “Amen.”
This is true. I’m angry, but they’re still forgiven. Lord, address my heart
with comfort so that I can nd peace in your Cross, forgiveness for my
sins, and forgiveness formy neighbors, too. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

)RUJLYH R U VL V RUG H LPSORUH 7KDW WKH PD WUR EOH V R PRUH :H
WRR LOO JODGO WKRVH IRUJLYH :KR K UW V E WKH D WKH OLYH HOS V L
R U FRPP LW 7R VHUYH HDFK RWKHU LOOL JO

2 U )DWKHU :KR IURP HDYH ERYH VW
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The 13th Sunday after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 11, 2022

Today’s Reading: Luke 10:21-37
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 29:1-24; Philippians 3:1-21

G EHKROG D OD HU VWRRG S WR S W KLP WR WKH WHVW VD L J 7HDFKHU
KDW VKDOO , GR WR L KHULW HWHU DO OLIH NH

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. The lawyer thinks he knows it all. He
tries to test Jesus to see how smart He is, to see if Jesus is any match
for him. Little does he know that he is asking the wrong question to the
wrong person. He asks, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke
10:25) Jesus tells him what he must do if he wants to inherit eternal life.
If he wants to earn his way into heaven, if you want to earn your way
into heaven, be like the good Samaritan. You must have compassion on
the poor, downtrodden, and needy. Youmust care for them, give them
everything they need, the donkey you’re riding on and the shirt off your
back, and pay the full price to restore their life. Nothing short of doing
everything will sufce.

Ouch. Jesus brings the full weight and hammer of the Law down on
this lawyer. He wants to be put under the Law, so Jesus brings the Law.
The Law beats him and convicts him down to its last detail, that even a
foreign Samaritan outsider is better than this lawyer. He is stripped of
the self-righteousness he is seeking and left in a ditch to die. That’s what
the Law does to us, too. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27).

Thanks be to God for that Samaritan, that man passing by who has come
from a foreign place to pick us up and restore our life. He takes our
broken sinfulness, our self-righteousness, and carries them for us. He
bears the wounds and carries the scars that our sins make in His body
for us. He carries us to the inn of His Church where He nurses us back to
health and life by washing our wounds in the waters of Holy Baptism, by
feeding and nourishing us not just with bread and wine but with every
Word that comes from the mouth of God, even His very Body and Blood.
He pays the full price for our lives not with gold or silver, but with His
holy precious blood and His innocent suffering and death that we might
be His own, and that by His work we might inherit eternal life. In the
Name� of Jesus. Amen.

OPLJKW D G HYHUODVWL J RG JLYH V D L FUHDVH RI IDLWK KRSH D G
FKDULW D G WKDW H PD REWDL KDW R KDYH SURPLVHG PDNH V ORYH
KDW R KDYH FRPPD GHG WKUR JK -HV V KULVW R U 6R R U RUG KR

OLYHV D G UHLJ V LWK R D G WKH RO 6SLULW R H RG R D G IRUHYHU
PH ROOHFW IRU WKH WK 6 GD DIWHU 7UL LW
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Saturday of the 12th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 10, 2022

Today’s Reading: Introit for the 13th Sunday after Trinity
(Psalm 74:1-2, 19b, 21b; antiphon: v.20a, 21a, 22a, 23a)

Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 9:1-13; 10:18-29; Philippians 2:12-30

R RW IRUJHW WKH OLIH RI R U SRRU IRUHYHU HW WKH SRRU D G HHG
SUDLVH R U DPH )URP WKH , WURLW IRU WKH WK 6 GD DIWHU 7UL LW

In the Name��of Jesus. Amen. Psalm 74 is not full of cheerful thoughts,
uffy teddy bears, and bright rainbows. It speaks about the temple in

Jerusalem lying in ruins and there being nomore prophets who proclaim
theWord of the Lord. The psalmist even goes so far as to say that the
Lord God who is their shepherd has turned bright red in anger, smoke
billowing from His ears, and the sheep are the source and recipients
of God’s anger. Not a happy thought. Life for the psalmist is about as
depressed and cheerless andmiserable as it can get. Ever felt that way?

Of course you have. We all have. That’s part of sinful human existence.
Sin has corrupted us through and through, breaking and destroying
God’s good creation. This is the beauty of the psalms. They get you. Ever
feel like God has forgotten about you? So did the psalmists. Ever feel like
God just doesn’t care what happens to you? So did the psalmists. TheWord
of God which they wrote speaks to every human condition and emotion.

Most of all, the psalms point you to Jesus. God does not forget His
children. He does not abandon them.What He does is send His only-
begotten Son into the world to save the poor in spirit, those who feel
downtrodden and abandoned and hopeless. The poor and needy of the
Scriptures are those who have been so broken by sin that they have
nothing left but to cry to Jesus for salvation. And salvation they received.
Freely. All gift because Jesus has taken your sins and brokenness and
hopelessness to Himself on the Cross and gives to you His glorious life,
death, and resurrection. Jesus has purchased and redeemed you, as
the psalmist begs. All the prayers of the psalms, all your prayers, are
answered in Jesus. Therefore, you who were once poor and needy, praise
the Name of the Lord your God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the
midst of His congregation for He has remembered and redeemed you. In
the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

, V II UL J EH 7K ORYH P SHDFH , HDN HVV EH 7K ORYH P SR U G
when the storms of life shall cease, O Jesus, in that nal hour, Be Thou my
URG D G VWDII D G J LGH G GUD PH VDIHO WR 7K VLGH

-HV V 7K R GOHVV RYH WR 0H 6 VW
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Thursday of the Ninth Week after Trinity 
AUGUST 18, 2022

Today’s Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:6-13
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 7:18-20; 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:16

7KHUHIRUH OHW D R H KR WKL NV WKDW KH VWD GV WDNH KHHG OHVW KH IDOO
RUL WKLD V

In the Name��of Jesus. Amen. The apostle Paul was a super-religious
guy in his previous life. We also know him as Saul of Tarsus, a Pharisee of
Pharisees. He had his religious life all neatly packaged up, ready to give to
God with the expectation that God would reward him for his good efforts
and works. Paul would learn, in baptismal wonder, that such ideas were
foolish (Acts 9). Salvation does not rest in any human. It is a gift granted
for the sake of the death and life of Jesus alone.

It seems like Paul is quoting a proverb he surely had memorized in his
Pharisee days: “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before
a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). Some in the church at Corinth prided themselves
on their own super religiosity and spiritual strength. They should be
careful, Paul warns, not to fall from grace. That is a good warning for us
as well. It keeps us from centering our life of faith on us instead of the
One who really makes it all possible. It works repentance in us andmoves
us back to Jesus, the author and nisher of our faith.

Along with Paul’s warning, he adds a beautiful word of promise: We will
not be tested beyond our God-given capacity. When faced with trials, we
can count on God’s faithfulness. “God is faithful, and Hewill not let you be
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation He will also provide
the way of escape, that youmay be able to endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13).

God remains faithful to the promise He made to you in Baptism. He will
be with you always (Matthew 28:20). He has joined you to Jesus, the One
who overcame every temptation and trial by His perfect obedience and
death. The resurrected Jesus is there with forgiveness and mercy when
you do fall. With every trial He will give you strength to endure, and will,
in His own time, create the “way out”! In Christ, there is no need to stand
on anything but His promise! In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

:K VKR OG FURVV D G WULDO JULHYH PH KULVW LV HDU :LWK LV FKHHU
HYHU LOO H OHDYH PH :KR FD URE PH RI WKH KHDYH 7KDW RG V 6R )RU

PH R KH LV OLIH DV JLYH
:K 6KR OG URVV D G 7ULDO ULHYH 0H 6 VW
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Friday of the Ninth Week after Trinity 
AUGUST 19, 2022

Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 11:1-27; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34

)RU DV RIWH DV R HDW WKLV EUHDG D G GUL N WKH F S R SURFODLP WKH
RUG V GHDWK WLO KH FRPHV RUL WKLD V

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. You can take communion wrong. It’s not
just that it’s rude to party in front of starving people. To eat or drink
unworthily is to be guilty before Jesus, who will judge the living and the
dead on the Last Day. That probably warrants more than a halfhearted
hope that someone reads the ne print on a communion card hidden in
the back of the pew. If we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged.
That says something about those who,misjudging, leave the gates wide
open. Shall the apostle commend you in this? Nah.

Instead, he gives them the Gift anyway. “For I received from the Lord
what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,
‘This is my body, which is for you…’” I’d have taken the Gifts away. Paul
only reinforces what the Sacrament is, what it does, and who it’s for.

It’s still Jesus for sinners. The Lord doesn’t dangle the forgiveness of
sin in front of the worthy. To a church full of sinners, He gives a Gift so
powerful that it warrants care. This is not a chapter about withholding
the Sacrament. It’s a promise that God won’t withhold His presence from
His Church, even if there are wicked people there. That’s good news. God
will not stand back from you. Hemeets you at the altar in Body and Blood
to forgive your sins. If you would stand before Him in unbelief, woe to
you, but your unbelief cannot deter Him from standing before you.

It shapes the proclamation youmake of the Lord’s death. It’s not for the
worthy. Jesus died for sinners. Jesus died for you. Your proclamation at the
Supper is that yourworth is found in the price paid for you: the very blood
you drink for the forgiveness of your sins. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

8 RUWK WKR JK , DP 2 6DYLRU HFD VH , KDYH D VL I O KHDUW HW 7KR
7K ODPE LOW ED LVK HYHU )RU 7KR P IDLWKI O VKHSKHUG DUW RUG PD
7K ERG D G 7K EORRG H IRU P VR O WKH KLJKHVW JRRG

, RPH 2 6DYLRU 7R 7K 7DEOH 6 VW
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Friday of the 12th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 9, 2022

Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 6:1-23; Philippians 1:21-2:11

7KH (OLVKD SUD HG D G VDLG 2 RUG SOHDVH RSH KLV H HV WKDW KH PD
VHH 6R WKH RUG RSH HG WKH H HV RI WKH R J PD D G KH VD D G
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of re all around
(OLVKD .L JV

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. In Isaiah 6, the prophet is given a vision
of heaven’s throne room. The six-winged seraphim shouted out, “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:3). In the great Sanctus of Divine
Service Setting Three, we leave “host” untranslated as “Sabaoth.” They
mean the same thing: a heavenly army. The Lord God of heaven’s army,
whom Isaiah saw, was again seen by Elisha and his servant. Heaven’s
army was on full display, even if at rst Elisha’s servant did not see it.
This army of horses and chariot all ablaze was there to save God’s people
from destruction and deliver them from their enemies.

That same Lord God of Sabaoth came to do battle for you. This time it was
not hidden, but on full public display. Yet as visible as it was, most do not
see it. It looks like a huge loss. Instead of being cloaked in re with a vast
army sounding Him, this time the Lord God is alone, hanging on a cross,
dying. Not very victorious to the human eye.

When the Holy Spirit opens the eyes of faith, then you see a very different
picture. Though your enemies of sin, death, and the devil try to surround
you, you have Christ Jesus, the Son of the Lord God, and all of heaven’s
armies. He has saved you from destruction and delivered you from your
enemies. His death is your salvation and by His resurrection He has won
the victory. Satan and his demonic horde have been defeated and are
going down kicking and screaming like a toddler throwing a temper
tantrum. Your sin is forgiven. Death is no longer a threat.

Now, in the presence of these defeated enemies, the Lord prepares a great
feast of victory, His Body and Blood in the Holy Sacrament, as we join with
the seraphim and angels and archangels and all the company of heaven
to sing “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of heaven’s army!” On the day that
Christ welcomes you home to the eternal feast, your enemies will never
come to raid you again, for Christ is your victory now and forever. In the
Name� of Jesus. Amen.

6L J P WR J H WKH JORULR V EDWWOH 6L J WKH H GL J RI WKH IUD 1R
DERYH WKH FURVV WKH WURSK 6R G WKH OR G WUL PSKD W OD 7HOO KR
KULVW WKH RUOG V UHGHHPHU V D YLFWLP R WKH GD

6L J 0 7R J H WKH ORULR V DWWOH 6 VW
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Thursday of the 12th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 8, 2022

Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 5:9-27; Philippians 1:1-20

)RU , DP V UH WKDW HLWKHU GHDWK RU OLIH RU D JHOV RU U OHUV RU
WKL JV SUHVH W RU WKL JV WR FRPH RU SR HUV RU KHLJKW RU GHSWK
RU D WKL J HOVH L DOO FUHDWLR LOO EH DEOH WR VHSDUDWH V IURP WKH

ORYH RI RG L KULVW -HV V R U RUG 5RPD V

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. The answer: No. Nei. Nope. Nada. Nein.
No way José. Non. Nullus. Impossible. Inconceivable. The question: Can
anything separate you fromGod’s love toward you in Christ Jesus?

The devil will try. The world and culture around youwill try. Your own
sinful esh will try. None of them change the fact:. God has loved the
world, has loved you, and sent His only-begotten Son Jesus Christ into this
world to die for the sins of the world, for your sin, that whoever believes in
Him, in Jesus, will not perish but have eternal life. Period. No exceptions.
100% guaranteed. Even the believing is gift to you, not something you
have to strive to do. Staying in the faith, to keep believing— guess what,
that’s all gift to you as well. Talk about a crazy love! God does it all. The
Father does the sending of Jesus. Jesus does the saving by His death on
the Cross. The Holy Spirit gifts you and keeps you believing in Jesus. It’s
all God from beginning to end. No wonder nothing in all of creation can
separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

God is on your side. He loves you and wants you to be with Him, now and
eternally. “If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare
his own Son but gave him up for us all, howwill he not also with him
graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:31-32) Look at what He gives. He
has washed you in the waters of Holy Baptism in His Name of Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. He has absolved you of all your sins. He feeds you with
Jesus’ Body and Blood in bread and wine to put the forgiveness won on
the Cross into you. He preaches HisWord into your ear. All gift from the
Father through the Son by the Holy Spirit. What can stop God’s love for
you in Christ Jesus? Nothing. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

)RU R R H FD FR GHP PH 2U VHW P KRSH DVLGH 1R KHOO R PRUH
FD FODLP PH ,WV I U , GHULGH 1R VH WH FH R UHSURYHV PH 1R J LOW
GHVWUR V P SHDFH )RU KULVW P 6DYLRU ORYHV PH G VKLHOGV PH LWK
LV JUDFH ,I RG LPVHOI H IRU 0H 6 VW
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Saturday of the Ninth Week after Trinity 
AUGUST 20, 2022

Today’s Reading: Introit for the Tenth Sunday after Trinity
(Psalm 55:1, 4-5, 16; antiphon: v.16a, 17b, 18a, 22a)

Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 12:1-25; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13

, FDOO WR RG D G KH KHDUV P YRLFH H UHGHHPV P VR O L VDIHW
)URP WKH , WURLW IRU WKH 7H WK 6 GD DIWHU 7UL LW

In the Name��of Jesus. Amen. Object xation is when a kid rides his bike
into the tree he doesn’t want to hit because he can’t stop looking at the
thing he wants to avoid. I’m ne, if you were wondering. Object xation is
when Christians are so afraid of something summed up under “sin, death,
and the power of the devil,” that they lose sight of everything else and it
becomes their only prayer, which ignores the Cross of Christ, even though
the things summed up under “sin, death, and the power of the devil” are
the very things undone by the Cross of Christ.

The Introit begins out of order, but not. It grabs verses 16, 17, 18, and 22
and knits them together to teach the Church to begin to pray with the
same Cross that is woven throughout this and every psalm.We pray based
on the redemption won in Christ Jesus. I call to God, and He hears my
voice; He redeemsmy soul in safety. It confronts our object xation with
the Jesus who wasn’t afraid to run into the thing we’re trying to avoid but
keep crashing into. He dives into the mess of sin, death, and the power of
the devil and conquers them by His death for you. Read the Introit, and
start with the redemption, the victory, and the burdens, the pleas for
mercy, the fear, and trembling that aremet by a God who will hear your
prayer as surely as He has already redeemed you back from the things
you pray for refuge from. Your salvation isn’t measured by whether or
not you nd yourself running into some form of those ugly three things
anymore. It’s measured by whether or not Jesus ran into them for you. He
did. So if you nd yourself barrelling towards death like I theoretically
ran into a hypothetical tree (really, I’m ne), start with the Cross, and nd
the victory over that thing that’s bigger than you. Christ has guaranteed
your safe passage into the resurrection by His death. You are redeemed.
In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

In faith and condence draw near, Within the holiest appear, With all who
SUDLVH D G SUD :KR VKDUH R H IDPLO R H IHDVW 2 H JUHDW LPSHULVKDEOH
3ULHVW 2 H H D G OLYL J D

1R 7HPSOH 1R 1R LIW RI 3ULFH 6 VW
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The Tenth Sunday after Trinity
AUGUST 21, 2022

Today’s Reading: Luke 19:41-48
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 1:1-4, 15-35; 1 Corinthians 12:14-31

G KH KH GUH HDU D G VD WKH FLW KH HSW RYHU LW VD L J
:R OG WKDW R HYH R KDG N R R WKLV GD WKH WKL JV WKDW
PDNH IRU SHDFH W R WKH DUH KLGGH IURP R U H HV

NH

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. Interesting, isn’t it? Jerusalem contains
the word “peace” (salem) in its name yet does not recognize the peace of
God in the esh as He prepares to enter her gates.

As Jesus wept at the death of His friend Lazarus and the lack of faith
that doubted Jesus could call him out of the grave, so Jesus weeps over a
people who cannot know and see (believe) that He has come to bring them
peace. But those tears do not keep Him fromHis appointed task. In Luke
18, Jesus told His disciples what would take place in Jerusalem: “See we
are going up to Jerusalem, and everything written about the Son of Man
by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will be delivered over to the
Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. And
after ogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day, he will rise”
(Luke 18:31-33). Ironically, Luke tells us that this newswas hidden from
the disciples’ eyes as well.

Why would these things be hidden from their eyes? Because Jesus needed
to fulll His work. Nothing of what He said or did wouldmake complete
sense until He died and rose from the dead. The people of Jerusalem
sought peace by othermeans. The disciples wanted a “Son of Man” who
would be triumphant, not someone whowould die nailed to a Roman cross.
We tend to make our own “peace” treaties with God on our own terms.

But it is the Cross and, nally, the resurrection of Jesus that changes
everything. Your eyes have been opened to see and your hearts made new
to believe: “Therefore, since we have been justied by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). Jesus does not
now weep over you. He rejoices over youwho are baptized and receive His
peace! In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

2 RG R GHFODUH R U DOPLJKW SR HU DERYH DOO L VKR L J PHUF
D G SLW 0HUFLI OO JUD W V V FK D PHDV UH RI R U JUDFH WKDW H PD
REWDL R U JUDFLR V SURPLVHV D G EH PDGH SDUWDNHUV RI R U KHDYH O
WUHDV UHV WKUR JK -HV V KULVW R U 6R R U RUG KR OLYHV D G UHLJ V
LWK R D G WKH RO 6SLULW R H RG R D G IRUHYHU PH
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Wednesday of the 12th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 7, 2022

Today’s Reading: 6PDOO DWHFKLVP Lord’s Prayer, Conclusion
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 4:48-5:8; Ephesians 6:1-24

)RU WKL H LV WKH NL JGRP D G WKH SR HU D G WKH JORU IRUHYHU D G HYHU
PH :KDW GRHV WKLV PHD 7KLV PHD V WKDW , VKR OG EH FHUWDL WKDW

WKHVH SHWLWLR V DUH SOHDVL J WR R U )DWKHU L KHDYH D G DUH KHDUG E
LP IRU H LPVHOI KDV FRPPD GHG V WR SUD L WKLV D D G KDV

SURPLVHG WR KHDU V PH DPH PHD V HV HV LW VKDOO EH VR
Small Catechism: RUG V 3UD HU R FO VLR

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. The Church has a way that She prays. The
Prayer of the Church in the Divine Service ends each petition with, “Lord
in your mercy; hear our prayer” or “In peace, let us pray to the Lord; Lord
have mercy.”We nd a similar addition to the psalms or , WURLWwith the
ORULD 3DWUL (Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit),

to give glory and praise to the One to whomwe have just prayed.

And so we also have a Church ending, or better, a liturgical ending to the
Lord’s Prayer, which is not found inmost translations of the Bible. It is
part of the language of the Church in prayer. This ending is threefold, a
doxology, reminding us that as we pray to our Father who art in heaven,
we are also praying to the Son and Holy Spirit, the Triune God. To this
Triune God alone belongs the eternal kingdom opened to us by the death
of Christ, the power which saves us now and eternally, and the glory
and praise which we sing in the Church on earth and will sing with the
Church in eternity.

To all of our prayers we add, “Amen.” This is an afrmation by Christians
that all for which we have prayed, in the Lord’s Prayer, in our liturgical
prayers, and in our individual daily prayers, has been heard by our God
and He is answering those prayers with His, “Yes!” As Paul assures us by
inspiration, “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” (Romans
8:31) The death of Jesus for you and your salvation is the assurance, the
pledge and promise, that God will answer every one of your prayers
with His “Amen,” according to His gracious will. Thus we boldly and
condently pray, “Amen,” knowing that God has heard and answered our
prayers and caused His will to be done in all things, even our salvation. In
the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

:H WU VW 2 RUG L R U JUHDW PHUF WR KHDU D G D V HU V WKUR JK
-HV V KULVW R U RUG PH
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Tuesday of the 12th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 6, 2022

Today’s Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:4-11
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-37; Ephesians 5:15-33

)RU WKH OHWWHU NLOOV E W WKH 6SLULW JLYHV OLIH RUL WKLD V E

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. The letter kills. What letter? Maybe the
letter “t,” because it looks like a sword standing on end? No! The letter
of the Law. If you try to justify yourself before God based only on your
ability to keep the Law, the Ten Commandments, you won’t be successful.
You will die because no one can keep the Law perfectly enough. As a
matter of fact, themore you stare at the Law, themore you see that you
are a sinner who sins in thought, word, and deed, and deserves nothing
but God’s temporal and eternal punishment.

Alright, say it withme: The Holy Spirit “has calledme by the Gospel,
enlightened mewith His gifts, sanctied and keptme in the true faith.”
The Spirit gives life by the Gospel, the Good News that on account of
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, your sin is forgiven and you have life
now that lasts into eternity. This is not your work, accomplished by your
keeping the letter of the Law, as if you could, but on account of Jesus for
you. He kept that holy Law perfectly in your place and gives His obedience
as a gift to you.

This is the Good News that Paul and other pastors proclaim to you. It is
not because they have kept the Law perfectly on their own. Theymust
rely on Jesus the same as you do for their forgiveness. God is the One who
calls them and gives to them theministry of reconciliation, theministry
of proclaiming Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. This is why, when they
stand before you in the Divine Service or private confession, they can say,
“In the stead and by the command of Christ Jesus, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” God
has given them thisWord. It does not come from them, but fromGod for
you. And thisWord is more sure than even the words that were carved
into rock for Moses. These words have permanent, eternal glory, for they
are Christ’s words of forgiveness and salvation for you account of His
death. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

The gifts of grace and peace From absolution ow; The pastor’s words are
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Monday of the Tenth Week after Trinity 
AUGUST 22, 2022

Today’s Reading: Jeremiah 8:4-12
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 2:1-27; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

(YH WKH VWRUN L WKH KHDYH V N R V KHU WLPHV D G WKH W UWOHGRYH
V DOOR D G FUD H NHHS WKH WLPH RI WKHLU FRPL J E W P SHRSOH N R
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In the Name��of Jesus. Amen. A bird has more sense than you do! That
is themessage God used to invite His people to return to Him.We call
that the preaching of repentance. The people rejected the invitation and
yet Jeremiah kept up the call. The meaning of Jeremiah’s preaching is
clear: Even the birds, irrational creatures, know their appointed time and
return to their homes, which they have left. Instinctively, they follow the
pattern xed for them by their Creator: They travel hundreds of miles,
because that’s what they’ve been created to do. Unbelieving Jerusalem
had sunk below the common sense of a bird!

What is sadder than the people’s refusal to hear theWord and return to
the Lord their God is that they had forgotten howmuch God loved them.
“My people know not the rules of the LORD.” That is a tricky translation.
The Hebrew word is mishpat, whichmeans righteous judgment. It’s not
just rules to be followed but also a declaration of innocence.

The people were so caught up in themselves that they pushed aside the
mercy and promises of God: His just decrees and the justice He had done
and would do for them. That is a picture of us, too. Sad to say, but we know
it is true. Thankfully, God still sends Jeremiah to stick HisWord into our
ears and to call us to repentance and faith.

God the Father would fulll all His righteous promises in Christ. Instead
of pouring out the punishment for sin upon the world, the Father pours it
on His Son. At the Cross, the righteous judgment of the Law is proclaimed.
Jesus is overthrown in death, but only for a time. Jesus, the perfect One,
rises from the grave and brings you along with Him. Jesus took your place
in death on a cross and in a stone-cold tomb so that you would know God’s
righteous judgment: You are free from sin and death in Jesus. In the Name
� of Jesus. Amen.

1R P FR VFLH FH LV DW SHDFH )URP WKH D , VWD G DFT LWWHG KULVW
KDWK S UFKDVHG P UHOHDVH G P HY U VL UHPLWWHG 1D JKW UHPDL V
P VR O WR JULHYH -HV V VL HUV GRWK UHFHLYH
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Tuesday of the Tenth Week after Trinity 
AUGUST 23, 2022

Today’s Reading: Romans 9:30-10:4
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 3:1-15; 2 Corinthians 1:1-22

W WKDW ,VUDHO KR S UV HG D OD WKDW R OG OHDG WR ULJKWHR V HVV GLG
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In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. There is nothing wrong with trying to do
your best. It is what is expected of you at school, at home, and at work.
Your neighbors (teachers, family, and your boss) are blessed by such
efforts. But don’t bring that idea into your relationship with God. It didn’t
work for Israel and it won’t work for you. The huge rock of the Lawwill
crush you under the weight of its demands; the perfection that God’s Law
requires of youwill always be out of reach.

The apostle Paul works this truth to a ne point in our reading for today.
Israel couldn’t reach a right relationship with God because they had the
devilish idea that it was up to them to make it happen. They ran smack
into the promise of God to save the world by His mercy. They stumbled
over it, and kept on going with the idea that they had to do more good
things to gain God’s approval.

You get sucked into thinking that way as well. Repent. “For Christ is the
end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes” (Romans
10:4). No more struggling and striving to keep the Law for salvation! The
Law works as a pointer, an arrow aimed straight at the target of Christ.
Christ Jesus is where we nd that the demands of God’s Law have been
met. God’s righteousness is met in Him as well. Jesus’ perfect keeping of
God’s Law is what makes you right with God. His perfect life is given into
death in your stead—instead of you! You get all the benets of what Jesus
did with no strings attached. Faith trusts this promise, and faith is what
you have been given as pure gift from the Triune God! In the Name� of
Jesus. Amen.

7KH D UHYHDOV WKH J LOW RI VL G PDNHV V FR VFLH FH VWULFNH W
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Monday of the 12th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 5, 2022

Today’s Reading: Isaiah 29:17-24
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 2:19-25; 4:1-7; Ephesians 4:25-5:14

,V LW RW HW D YHU OLWWOH KLOH WLO HED R VKDOO EH W U HG L WR D
fruitful eld, and the fruitful eld shall be regarded as a forest?

,VDLDK

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. With the fall into sin, the world was turned
upside down. The lush garden of the Lord was turned into a wilderness
of thickets and thorns and all sorts of things that can hurt you. Instead
of perfectly formed bodies that worked at full capacity, sin brought
sicknesses like deafness, blindness, cancer, us and viruses, muscle
aches, papercuts, and hangnails. Instead of listening to theWord of the
Lord, we closed our ears and sinned against God and one another. We
have lived in this broken, sinful world so long that we don’t even realize
how upside-down the world is.

The prophet Isaiah comes with words of turning the upside down world
right side up, and it sounds strange to our ears. In a little while, Isaiah
proclaimed, God will come to restore all things to the way He created
them to be. There will be a day, he promises, when the desolate wilderness
will be a fruit-lled eld, when the deaf will hear the words of a book
proclaimed, when the blind will be able to see, and the poor who have had
no reason to rejoice will sing for joy because the Holy One of Israel has
acted to redeem creation.

This restoration of creation began in the life and ministry of Jesus. He has
made the deaf to hear theWord of the Holy Scriptures that proclaim life
in His Name. He has opened the eyes of all who are spiritually blind and
dead in their sins and trespasses by calling them out of darkness into His
marvelous light. Sinners are forgiven on account of the craziest upside
down action ever to occur: The Son of God dies! Yet by this action, the Lord
redeems the world, and sets the upside downworld right side up. He has
opened your ears to HisWord of salvation and declared you His child, the
work of His hands in Holy Baptism.

You are still living in the upside-down world and are not able to see this
restoration fully, but by His death, Jesus has turned things right side up.
One day He will make it all visible when He returns in glory and brings
you into His right-side-up eternity, so that you may stand in awe of the
God who saves you. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

UHDWRU RI WKH VWDUV RI LJKW 7K SHRSOH V HYHUODVWL J LJKW 2 KULVW
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The 12th Sunday after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 4, 2022

Today’s Reading:Mark 7:31-37
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 2:1-18; Ephesians 4:1-24

G ORRNL J S WR KHDYH KH VLJKHG D G VDLG WR KLP (SKSKDWKD
WKDW LV H RSH HG 0DUN

In the Name���of Jesus. Amen. Jesus sighed. You know this sigh. It’s the
one youmightmake when you can’t believe what you are dealing with.
Part frustration. Part sadness. Mix in some disappointment and anger
and you have this sigh. How long, O Lord? How long?

Aman who cannot hear has been brought to Jesus, but he has no idea that
he should go to Jesus. Not hearing the voice of a loved one is painful. Not
hearing the voice of God through the Holy Scriptures? That is eternally
dangerous. Remember, they didn’t have printed Bibles in their homes to
read like you and I do. “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through
the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17), and this man can’t hear the Word of
Christ who is standing right in front of him. How often have you turned
a perfectly good ear from hearing the Word of Christ? Thus Christ sighs.
Frustration, sadness, maybe some anger, at what sin has wrought on
mankind.

Jesus takes hold of this man to do for him what no one else can do. Jesus
saves him. With healed ears, theman can hear the savingWord of Christ.
His tongue is released so that hemight proclaim salvation by faith in
Christ to others whowill hear. The Word of Christ to which Paul refers is
the entirety of the Bible, climaxing in the Word made Flesh, Christ Jesus,
who was sacriced on the Cross in order that heaven would HSKSKDWKD
be opened, to all who confess with their mouth, their released tongue,
“that Jesus is Lord and believe in [their] heart that God raised him from
the dead” (Romans 10:9). The preaching of Jesus Christ and Him crucied
for sinners opens the ears and releases the tongue that youmight hear
the Good News of your salvation and sing the praises of Himwho called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light. By Jesus’ death on the
Cross, heaven has been opened to you, that hearing theWord of Christ,
confessing with your tongue that Jesus is Lord, and believing in your
heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, you will be saved. In the Name
� of Jesus. Amen.

OPLJKW D G HYHUODVWL J RG JLYH V D L FUHDVH RI IDLWK KRSH D G
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St. Bartholomew, Apostle
AUGUST 24, 2022

Today’s Reading: Luke 22: 24-30
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 5:1-16; 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:17

W RW VR LWK R 5DWKHU OHW WKH JUHDWHVW DPR J R EHFRPH DV WKH
R JHVW D G WKH OHDGHU DV R H KR VHUYHV NH

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. St. Bartholomew is my favorite apostle.
He’s the Charlie Brown of the blessed Twelve. He’s the kid who never
ts in. He has one of the best lines in Scripture, as the rst person to
recognize the divinity of Jesus, but John calls him by the wrong name
because John’s too busy nursing a grudge he still has with Peter 40 years
after they argued about who the greatest is. Bartholomew never got to
do any of the cool apostle stuff like see the Transguration. After Luke
closed the letter to Theophilus by talking about the all-stars, like Peter
and Paul, St. Bart wasmartyred in modern-day Turkey for faithful
preaching. They skinned him alive. So the Roman Catholics made him
the patron saint of leatherworkers, which is amazing. They pray to the
guy who got skinned alive for wallets. And this dude just points to Jesus,
despite being overlooked and degraded. And he still sings for us in heaven
with angels and archangels and the rest of the bunch.

In themovies, he would get superpowers and nally be the cool kid.
Or take off his glasses so everyone at the dance would see he’s been
handsome all along. In the movies, people like Bartholomew aren’t
themain character unless something extraordinary happens. In real
life, Bart was never the main character, but he served. There is no real
lordship in being the greatest, just idolatry. See St. Bart, patron saint
of the bullied and the neglected. Praying to himwon’t get you a wallet
or amoment in the spotlight. He’d rather you pray to Jesus, whom he
confessed as Lord, whom he faced the grave to meet in the resurrection.
If you see yourself in St. Bart, know that the Lord sees you, too, and joins
you as the same. He is the One who serves. He is the One who bears the
Cross for those who can’t save themselves. He is the One who gathers into
Sabbath rest those who nd none in this place. And He knows your name,
and calls you out of this vale of tears to the resurrection, to sing with the
blessed saints who have gone before you, while the angels sing along. In
the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

)RU DU DEDV H SUDLVH R :KR NHSW R U OD RI ORYH G OHDYL J
HDUWKO WUHDV UHV 6R JKW ULFKHV IURP DERYH 2 KULVW R U RUG D G
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Thursday of the Tenth Week after Trinity 
AUGUST 25, 2022

Today’s Reading: 6PDOO DWHFKLVP Lord’s Prayer, Sixth Petition
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 7:51-8:21; 2 Corinthians 3:1-18

HDG V RW L WR WHPSWDWLR Small Catechism: RUG V 3UD HU

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. After “Forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us,” God teaches us to pray, “lead us
not into temptation.” I wonder if it’s to remind us that Christian life isn’t
linear. You can take the Fifth Petition and run in a straight line one of two
ways. The rst is the idea of onward and upward. “I’m forgiven and now I
build and that only goes one way. Constant improvement until perfection.
Until I basically don’t sin. Christian life is only measured by progress.”
The second way is straight on in what we were doing in the rst place.
“Since I’m forgiven, I might as well keep sinning.”We read, “Shall we sin
that grace may abound?” and then quickly stop reading before it says, “BY
NOMEANS.” That leads to “Since I know I’m forgiven I’ll just do whatever
I want.” Don’t worry about who your sins hurt, don’t worry about the God
who calls us to strive against those desires. Christian life is measured
only in freedom to do whatever you want while yelling stuff about grace.

Both are wrong. You’re given this petition so you remember not just that
you’re forgiven, but that you’re still in a bad spot. We pray, “Lead us not
into temptation.” It’s not onward and upward or right on in sin. It’s death
and resurrection.We are constantly in need of the forgiveness that comes
through the Cross, and constantly strive to live in the resurrection’s
freedom from sin. We constantly beg to be free from temptation because
we’re constantly falling into it. It’s war against Old Adam, but it’s fought in
Christ, not in you. He has already won the victory.

There is no comfort in beating the drum of the Law. There is no real
comfort in claiming that your actions should have no consequences while
everything else falls apart because you keep doing dumb stuff. There
LV comfort in the Lord who tempts no one. We pray in this petition that
God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful
nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and
other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things,
we pray that wemay nally overcome them and win the victory.We pray
that we would see the victory we already have in Christ and cling to Him
until we see it face to face. Christian life is measured by Jesus’ bringing us
through sin and death to resurrection. In the Name��of Jesus. Amen.

HDG RW L WR WHPSWDWLR RUG :KHUH R U JULP IRH D G DOO KLV KRUGH
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Saturday of the 11th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 3, 2022

Today’s Reading: Introit for the 12th Sunday after Trinity
(Psalm 70:2b, 4a, 5b; antiphon: v.1-2a)

Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 19:1-21; Ephesians 3:1-21

0DNH KDVWH 2 RG WR GHOLYHU PH 2 RUG PDNH KDVWH WR KHOS PH
)URP WKH , WURLW IRU WKH WK 6 GD DIWHU 7UL LW

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. The words of our text are familiar words.
They begin both Matins and Vespers. They are the prayers of David
and all the saints, asking that the Lord God not remember our sins, but
remember His children. God has the worst and greatest memory.

Because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, God has the worst memory,
an incurable case of amnesia. He can’t remember your sins. They have
been forgiven, absolved, removed from you completely. Like that answer
on the test you just cannot remember, so God cannot remember your sins
any longer. They are forgiven in Jesus and forgotten eternally.

Because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, God has the greatest
memory the world has ever known. He knows and remembers you all
the time. You are His child with whomHe is well pleased. There is no sin
in you on account of Christ. The Triune God has written His Name on
your forehead with the sign of the Holy Cross in your Baptism. You are
marked as one redeemed, one who has been delivered from sin, death,
and the power of the devil. That is why when we sing these words, you
may see people make the sign of the Holy Cross upon themselves as
they remember their Baptisms. Just as God remembers us whomHe has
delivered, so we remember the One who has delivered us.

There will be times in your life when your sins will be hard to forget. They
haunt you. Others will remind you of those sins so that you cannot forget
them. That is the work of the devil as he seeks your life for himself. It is
the devil, the evil one, who remembers your sins and uses them against
you to destroy faith.

O Lord, “you are my help andmy deliverer” (Psalm 70:5b), David prays
and teaches us to pray.When the devil, the world, and your esh seek
your life with remembrance of past sins, turn to your Father, who for the
sake of Christ remembers your sins nomore. What He does remember
is that you are His. You are His fully forgiven child with whomHe is
well pleased on account of Christ Jesus. Make haste, O Lord, to help us
remember this each and every day. In the Name�� of Jesus. Amen.

, WU VW 2 RUG R U KRO DPH 2 OHW PH RW EH S W WR VKDPH 1RU OHW
me be confounded. My faith, O Lord, Be in Your Word Forever rmly
JUR GHG , 7U VW 2 RUG R U RO 1DPH 6 VW
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Hannah
SEPTEMBER 2, 2022

Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 18:20-40; Ephesians 2:1-22

G D DK SUD HG D G VDLG 0 KHDUW H OWV L WKH RUG P KRU LV
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In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. I once heard a pastor say that God answers
prayer in four ways: “Yes,” “No,” “Let’s do it my way,” “You’ve got to be
kiddingme!” Paul writes, “For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whomwe
proclaimed among you …was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes”
(2 Corinthians 1:19). God’s answer to prayer is always, “Yes.” It may not
seem like it this side of heaven, because that “Yes” often includes “In
God’s time, according to God’s way.”

Hannah had no children. She prayed to God for a son and in due time,
God’s “Yes” wasmanifest. Hannah’s boy was Samuel, a great prophet and
last judge in Israel. After Samuel was born, Hannah “lent him to the Lord”
(1 Samuel 1:28) and sang a prayer, the opening verse of our text for today.

Does it sound familiar? Hannah’s song foreshadows another sung prayer
we call theMagnicat, the Song of Mary in Luke 1. Both of these faithful
women rejoiced in the promises of the Lord God that He would provide
salvation for His people. For Hannah, it would be the life-long service
of her boy child tominister to the people of God. For Mary, it would be
the life-giving sacrice of her boy child to save the world. Both of these
faithful women believed the Word that God’s messenger delivered to
them, nomatter how unlikely it seemed that thatWord could be fullled.

This, then, is what we learn fromGod’s Word via these faithful women:
What God has spoken through HisWord, He will bring to fulllment. God
promised Eve that a day would comewhen one of her sons would crush
the works of the devil. God inspired Hannah’s son Samuel to prophesy
that one of David’s sons would sit on God’s throne forever. Mary’s Son was
the fulllment of these promises. Jesus is the Son of David, the Christ, by
whom the ancient serpent is crushed as Jesus dies on the Cross to forgive
sin, all sin, your sin. In Holy Baptism, God has declared youHis child,
born not of a woman, but of the Spirit. When you pray to your Father
in heaven, like Hannah, He will answer you with a resounding, “Yes,”
according to His will. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

7R D DK SUD L J FKLOGOHVV HIRUH R U WKUR H RI JUDFH R JDYH D VR
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Friday of the Tenth Week after Trinity
AUGUST 26, 2022

Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 8:22-30, 46-63; 2 Corinthians 4:1-18
We are af icted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
GULYH WR GHVSDLU SHUVHF WHG E W RW IRUVDNH VWU FN GR E W RW
GHVWUR HG DO D V FDUU L J L WKH ERG WKH GHDWK RI -HV V VR WKDW WKH
OLIH RI -HV V PD DOVR EH PD LIHVWHG L R U ERGLHV

RUL WKLD V

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.When Christianity is depicted apart from
crosses, it alwaysmakes them scarier when Christians nd out God
actually does give them things they can’t handle all the time, despite
clinging to amistranslated verse that doesn’t actually saywhat they think
it does. Because it isn’t youwho handles all the stuff that’s bigger than you.
It’s Jesus.

Christianity is never depicted apart from suffering because our symbol is
Christ crucied for us sinners. A Godwhowon’t associate with suffering
is not a God who exists to be crucied for you. So there will be suffering
because Jesus suffers for you to forgive you. There’s still suffering now,
too, and it’s maddening. On its own, it’s soul-destroying. So Paul gives us
something to cling to. We carry in our bodies the death of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus may also bemanifested in us. We are baptized into Jesus’
death. Into Jesus’ resurrection. That changes things. The world is bigger
than you and full of things you can’t handle. But you carry with you the
death of Jesus, suffering used for salvation, so the world cannot crush
you. You carry in your body the BaptismHe gives you, so you cling to the
resurrection that gives you hope in the face of questions you can’t answer.
You are not forsaken, because God is in the suffering with you and for you.
So you are already brought through suffering. It cannot destroy you.

The existence of God doesn’t preclude the existence of suffering. It
conrms it. You have a God who saves through the Cross. That’s a God
who dives into suffering to save, so He’s a God who dives into suffering
to carry you through yours, even if it’s more than you can handle. This
is what it is to remember your Baptism. You are baptized. Make the sign
of the cross. Read 2 Corinthians 4:8-10. The life of Jesus that you carry
speaks to your pain. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

HVSLVHG D G VFRU HG WKH VRMR U HG KHUH W R KR JORULR V WKH
DSSHDU 7KRVH PDUW UV VWD G SULHVWO ED G RG V WKUR H IRUHYHU HDU
2 HDUWK WKH HSW WKUR JK ELWWHU HDUV 1R RG KDV LSHG D D WKHLU
WHDUV 7UD VIRUPHG WKHLU VWULIH 7R KHDY O OLIH G IUHHG WKHP IURP WKHLU
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7KH DPE WKHLU RUG W IHVWLYH ERDUG LPVHOI LV KRVW D G J HVW

HKROG D RVW UUD HG L :KLWH 6 VW



R R0 R 0I 0

Saturday of the Tenth Week after Trinity
AUGUST 27, 2022

Today’s Reading: Introit for the 11th Sunday after Trinity
(Psalm 68:1, 3, 7a, 10b, 19; antiphon: v.5b, 6a, 35b)

Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 9:1-9; 10:1-13; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21

2 RG KH R H W R W EHIRUH R U SHRSOH L R U JRRG HVV 2
RG R SURYLGHG IRU WKH HHG OHVVHG EH WKH RUG KR GDLO EHDUV
V S RG LV R U VDOYDWLR
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In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. The Introit for tomorrow is drawn from
the words of Psalm 68. Like all the other psalms, the 68th is a prayer.
It doesn’t seem to us likemuch of a prayer because it doesn’t ask for
anything. Instead, it is a song of thanksgiving for the great works of God.

That’s how prayer is sometimes. There are days when we can only cry out
to God from within our pain. Sometimes we run out of words to say or are
so beaten down that we have to rely on the Holy Spirit to cry to God on our
behalf (Romans 8:26). And then there are days when we are lled with
joy and our prayers re ect it. If you take a quick look at just a handful of
psalms, you’ll nd both kinds of prayer. We are blessed to have the psalms
to pray from our own lips.

Psalm 68moves us to praise God for His goodness. He is the God who
rescues His people. He scatters His enemies and those who hate Him ee
before Him! He gives power and strength to His people and provides for
the needy. He bears us up and He is the God of our salvation.

When the devil, the world, and your own sinful esh tell you that God is
not for you, pray this psalm. When your guilty conscience shouts that you
could never be forgiven, pray this psalm. When shame over sinmakes you
feel completely unlovable, pray this psalm.When the events of your life
scream at you that God is absent, pray this psalm.

For the One who bears you up is the One who was lifted up on a cross to
remove the burden of your sin and shame. Jesus is the One who settles
you into a home called the Church. Jesus is the One who is your salvation
from death! Indeed, blessed be the Lord, who daily bears you up. God is
your salvation. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

)DWKHU OLNH H WH GV D G VSDUHV V :HOO R U IHHEOH IUDPH H N R V
, LV KD G H JH WO EHDUV V 5HVF HV V IURP DOO R U IRHV OOHO LD
alleluia! Widely yet His mercy ows.

3UDLVH 0 6R O WKH .L J RI HDYH 6 VW
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Thursday of the 11th Week after Trinity
SEPTEMBER 1, 2022

Today’s Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-10
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 18:1-19; Ephesians 1:1-23

For I delivered to you as of rst importance what I also received: that
KULVW GLHG IRU R U VL V L DFFRUGD FH LWK WKH 6FULSW UHV WKDW KH DV

E ULHG WKDW KH DV UDLVHG R WKH WKLUG GD L DFFRUGD FH LWK WKH
6FULSW UHV RUL WKLD V

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. Paulmakes it very simple. There is one
message, one Gospel, that saves: Christ died for your sins in accordance
with everything God has ever said in the Bible. Christ was buried. Christ
was resurrected on the Third Day, again in accordance with everything
God has ever said in the Bible. Believe this, hold fast to this, cling to this
for dear life, for it is life, eternal life, life that knows no end.

Change the message and you don’t have the Gospel. Make the message
about you and your life, not the death and resurrection of Jesus, and you
don’t have the Gospel. Ignore the Old Testament and you lose the richness
of the Gospel that looked forward to and predicted that Jesus would have
to die to forgive your sins and be raised to life again to grant you eternal
life. Skip Good Friday and the death of Jesus, and there’s no reason for an
Easter Sunday. Leave Jesus dead on the Cross and you’ve got no hope in
this life and certainly not in the age to come.

This is of rst importance, the most important of the importants: Jesus
died for your sins, was buried, and three days later arose to life that
will not end. Nothing else changes your life now and your life to come
in eternity. This earliest version of our creeds, and their source, is why
we confess the creeds every day and especially on Sundays. When
something is important you want to remember it all the time. So confess
the creed every day. It will guard and protect you from ever forgetting
what is the most important thing in life: the Good News, the Gospel in
which you stand, by which you are being saved. Christ died for your sins
in accordance with the Scriptures, He was buried, and was raised to life
on the Third Day in accordance with the Scriptures. In the Name� of
Jesus. Amen.

,I KULVW KDG RW EHH UDLVHG IURP GHDWK 2 U IDLWK R OG EH L YDL 2 U
SUHDFKL J E W D DVWH RI EUHDWK 2 U VL D G J LOW UHPDL W R WKH
RUG LV ULV L GHHG H U OHV L HDUWK D G KHDY LV RVSHO PHHWV D
RUOG RI HHG , KULVW H DUH IRUJLY

,I KULVW DG 1RW HH 5DLVHG IURP HDWK 6 VW
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Wednesday of the 11th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 31, 2022

Today’s Reading: 6PDOO DWHFKLVP Lord’s Prayer, Seventh Petition
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 16:29-17:24; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15

W GHOLYHU V IURP HYLO :KDW GRHV WKLV PHD :H SUD L WKLV
SHWLWLR L V PPDU WKDW R U )DWKHU L KHDYH R OG UHVF H V IURP
every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and nally,
KH R U ODVW KR U FRPHV JLYH V D EOHVVHG H G D G JUDFLR VO WDNH
V IURP WKLV YDOOH RI VRUUR WR LPVHOI L KHDYH

Small Catechism: 6HYH WK 3HWLWLR

In the Name��of Jesus. Amen. Yesterday, we heard about the temptation
which Cain gave into that caused him to sin. The Lord had warned Cain
that sin was “crouching at the door” (Genesis 4:7), waiting to pounce like
a lion ready to kill its prey. Peter writes, “Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). You
can hear the same language in what Peter writes as you do when the Lord
speaks to Cain and which Luther echoes in the catechism.

Evil is all around us. We don’t have to go searching for it. It nds us. Like
a lion crouching in readiness to pounce on its prey, so the devil, along
with the world and our own sinful esh, is ready to unleash all sorts of
evil on us in an effort to cause us to reject God and His gift of salvation in
Christ Jesus.

Thus Jesus teaches us to pray for ourselves and all other Christians that
our Father in heaven would save us. Save us from the assaults of the evil
one. Save us from the unbelieving world that wants us to be just like it.
Save us from our own esh that would rather indulge in sin and would
reject salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus.

Save us He does. In love, the Father sent His Son into this world to rescue,
to save us from sin, death, and every evil, including the evil one, the devil.
Jesus has taken an evil death away fromus by His death on the Cross and
given to us His blessed resurrection, so that when our time on this earth
comes to its end, we can fall asleep in Jesus in peace. In Jesus, we have
been delivered from the great evil of unbelief and we look forward to the
day when Jesus will call us to Himself where we will be eternally freed
from all evil of body and soul. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

HDG V RW L WR WHPSWDWLR 2 RUG E W KHOS V E R U 6SLULW WR V EG H
our esh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil
LWK DOO KLV LOHV RUG L R U PHUF KHDU R U SUD HU PH
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The 11th Sunday after Trinity
AUGUST 28, 2022

Today’s Reading: Luke 18:9-14
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 11:1-26; 2 Corinthians 6:1-18

RG EH PHUFLI O WR PH D VL HU NH E

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. You there! Do you think you are basically
a good person who does good things when given the opportunity? Do you
talk about yourself and your accomplishments every chance you get? Are
theremore seles on your phone than pictures of others? Is everything
you do posted on social media for others to like or comment on? Do you
talk trash or gossip about those who are not in your friend group or who
are just plain different? That is the Pharisee in our reading. He’s self-
assured, with no self-esteem issues. He’s who we all are according to our
human nature. And that’s not a good thing in the eyes of God.

Stare into themirror of the Ten Commandments. See what a poor,
miserable sinner you are. See that you sin in thought, word, and deed, all
the time. Confess, that is, say back to God what He says about you. You are
dead in your sins and trespasses. You have sinned by your fault, your own
fault, your ownmost grievous fault.

For you, Jesus died. God has beenmerciful to you, a sinner. God has in
Christ Jesus absolved you of all your sins and washed them all away in the
waters of Holy Baptism. The Holy Spirit brings you to repent of your sins
like the tax collector does, so that themercy of God overwhelms youwith
His forgiveness and justies you because of Jesus’s death. In Jesus, you
have been exalted with Jesus. Not your doing, but His doing for you.

Jesus came to save sinners. He came to showmercy to those who do not
deserve it in any way, shape, or form. Jesus came for you. Inmercy, the
Father sent His Son Jesus to be the One who justies, saves you, so that you
can stand up straight and lift your eyes up to heaven to see the place of
your salvation— Jesus on the Cross for you. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

OPLJKW D G HYHUODVWL J RG DO D V PRUH UHDG WR KHDU WKD H WR SUD
D G WR JLYH PRUH WKD H HLWKHU GHVLUH RU GHVHUYH SR U GR SR V WKH
DE GD FH RI R U PHUF IRUJLYL J WKRVH WKL JV RI KLFK R U FR VFLH FH
LV DIUDLG D G JLYL J V WKRVH JRRG WKL JV WKDW H DUH RW RUWK WR DVN
H FHSW WKUR JK WKH PHULWV D G PHGLDWLR RI KULVW R U RUG KR OLYHV
D G UHLJ V LWK R D G WKH RO 6SLULW R H RG R D G IRUHYHU PH

ROOHFW IRU WKH WK 6 GD DIWHU 7UL LW
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The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist
AUGUST 29, 2022

Today’s Reading:Mark 6:14-29
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 11:42-12:19; 2 Corinthians 7:1-16

:KH KH KHDUG KLP KH DV JUHDWO SHUSOH HG D G HW KH KHDUG KLP
JODGO 0DUN E

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. John the Baptist was not out to win friends.
He was sent by God to call people to confess and repent of their sins, to
change their sinful ways, and return to the Lord God and His way.

Your pastor is called to do the same thing. He is called to make you
uncomfortable, so uncomfortable that youmight want to shut him up and
tuck him away where he can’t be heard anymore.

John also pointed to Jesus as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world” (John 1:29). Your pastor is called to do the same thing.

We call this preaching Law and Gospel. The Law as contained in the Ten
Commandments shows us our sins, like committing adultery in the case
of Herod and Herodias. It makes us uncomfortable because we don’t like
to think of ourselves that way.We don’t like hearing that we are sinners
who sin in thought, word, and especially in deed. That’s why we need
preachers to put God’s Law into our ears and hearts to convict us of our
sins and call us to repentance.

The Gospel is the Good News that Jesus is the Lamb of God, who was
sacriced on the Cross to take away the sin of the world–to take away your
sin, all your sins of thought, word, and deed. Again, you need a preacher
to put God’s Gospel into your ear so that by the Holy Spirit you believe it.

Then, like Herod, you can gladly hear God’s Word of Law and Gospel
through your pastor. It may often perplex you, it may confuse you, and
it might not alwaysmake sense, but you should gladly hear and learn it.
As strange as it may sound that God would send His only-begotten Son
into this world just to kill Him on the altar of the Cross, that is the Gospel,
the Good News of salvation for you. By His death on the Cross, Jesus has
taken away your sin and forgiven you all your offenses against the Ten
Commandments, in order that when you are laid in a tomb, you will be
with Jesus, kept safe for eternity. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

2 U WKD NV IRU -RK WKH DSWLVW :KR WLOO KLV G L J GD 0DGH VWUDLJKW
SDWKV IRU WKH 6DYLRU G KHUDOGHG LV D , LW HVVL J WR -HV V 7KUR JK
WLPHV RI WKUHDW RU VKDPH 0D H LWK IDLWK D G FR UDJH 7KH DPE RI RG
SURFODLP OO R U 6DL WV L :DUIDUH 6 VW
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Tuesday of the 11th Week after Trinity
AUGUST 30, 2022

Today’s Reading: Genesis 4:1-15
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 12:20-13:5, 33-34; 2 Corinthians 8:1-24

G WKH RUG VDLG :KDW KDYH R GR H 7KH YRLFH RI R U EURWKHU V
EORRG LV FU L J WR PH IURP WKH JUR G H HVLV

In the Name� of Jesus. Amen. The Lord says to Cain, “What have you
done?” It echoes what the Lord said to Adam and Eve, “Where are you?”
(Genesis 3:9) We all have Cain in us. In his anger, Cain was tempted to sin.
You are tempted in various ways to sin. The Lord comes to you through
His Word to empower you to resist temptation and not sin. Yet, because
like Cain you are a child of Adam and Eve, you give into temptation and
sin. Sin results in consequences. For Cain, it means he becomes a fugitive
and wanderer of the earth, always on the verge of death. You and I,
because of our sin, are fugitives fromGod and wanderers of this earth,
too, always on the verge of death.

Along comes another shepherd, the Good Shepherd who is led outside of
the city to be killed. Abel points us to Jesus. The Good Shepherd has been
killed outside the city to save sinful fugitives and wanderers. Jesus has
been killed to forgive you all your sins, all the times you have given into
temptation and sinned.

Then He was buried. His bloody corpse was laid in a tomb in the ground.
Your brother’s blood cries to the Father from the ground. And what does
it cry? The Lord says, “What have you done?” and the voice of your brother
Jesus’ blood cries out, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do” (Luke 23:34). The blood of Christ Jesus, your brother, cries out
forgiveness, for you.

Therefore, you are no longer a fugitive. “Now in Christ Jesus you who once
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ” (Ephesians
2:13). You are no longer a wanderer. “Inmy Father’s house aremany
rooms. . . If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you tomyself, that where I am youmay be also” (John 14:2-3). You have
beenmarkedwith the sign of the holy Cross in Holy Baptism, so that death
can no longer kill you eternally. The voice of the blood of your brother
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, has cried out a betterWord than the blood of
Abel, aWord of Absolution for you. In the Name� of Jesus. Amen.

In Adam we have all been one, One huge rebellious man; We all have ed
WKDW HYH L J YRLFH 7KDW VR JKW V DV H UD W 7K VWUR J ORYH LW VR JKW
V VWLOO G VH W 7KL H R O 6R 7KDW H PLJKW KHDU LV 6KHSKHUG V YRLFH
G KHDUL J LP EH R H
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